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THE BIHAR MUNICIPAL (AMENDMENT) ACT, 2026
[Bihar Act No.- 03, 2026]
AN
ACT

to amend the Bill to amend the Bihar Municipal Act, 2007 (Bihar Act 11, 2007).

Whereas, by 74th amendment to the Constitution of India, Urban Local Bodies have
been recognized as a means of local administration in urban area.

Whereas, the Constitution has ordained certain functions and responsibilities to be
entrusted to elected Urban Local Bodies.

Whereas, in consonance with 74th amendment, Bihar Municipal Act, 2007 has been
enacted, wherein it is inter-alia, provided that there shall be a Mayor/Deputy Mayor/
Chairman elected directly by the electorate registered in respective local areas.

Whereas, for smooth discharge of functions by the elected body, Empowered
Standing Committee of Urban Local Body has to be constituted.

Whereas, under the present enactment members of Empowered Standing Committee
are nominated by the elected Mayor/Chairman.

Whereas, it has been observed that in the present method of Constitution of Standing
Committee many issues arise such as allegation of favoritism, concentration of power in one
or the other elected office bearers which indirectly results in centralization of power and

responsibilities which is against the spirit of decentralization envisaged in the Constitution
of India.



4 foe™ TISte (srarmuT), 12 "™ 2026

Whereas, it is deemed expedient to decentralize and provide for method of
Constitution of Empowered Standing Committee in a more transparent and fair manner.

Whereas, certain class of members by virtue of office held by them at times face
difficulty in attending the meetings and therefore appropriate provision has to be made in
regard to such office bearers.

Whereas, it is expedient to make provision to meet such exigencies urgently.

Be it enacted by the state legislature of bihar in the 77th year of the Republic of
India as follows:-

1. Short title, extent and commencement.—
(1) This Act shall be called the Bihar Municipal (Amendment) Act, 2026.
(2) It shall extend to the whole of the state of Bihar.
(3) It shall come into force with effect from date of publication in official
gazette.

2. Amendment of sub-section (3) of Section 12.—

In sub-section (3) of Section 12 of the said Act, the following proviso shall
be added, namely:—

"Members of the Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha/State Legislative Assembly/State
Legislative Council who have been elected from the local body constituency of the
municipal area shall be deemed to be members of the Municipality.

Provided that such Members of the Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha/State Legislative
Assembly/ State Legislative Council shall be exempted from attending meetings of
the Municipality during the session period of their respective Houses.

Hon’ble Union Minister and Union Minister of State/Hon’ble Cabinet
Minister and Minister of State of the State Government/Members of Lok Sabha/
Rajya Sabha/Legislative Assembly/Legislative Council shall, in case of their pre-
occupation, be permitted to nominate any person (other than their close relative) as
their authorised representative to attend the meeting of the Municipality.

Provided that nominated representative shall have no right to participate in
voting."

3. Amendment of sub-section (3) of Section 21.—Sub-section (3) of Section 21 shall
be substituted by the following new sub-section (3), namely:—

“The members of the Empowered Standing Committee of the Urban Local
Body shall be elected by the concerned Councilors through secret ballot on the basis
of majority, under the supervision, direction, and control of the District Magistrate.

Provided that after coming into force of this Act, election shall be held for
constituting Empowered Standing Committee within a maximum period of six
months."

Note: The Department may issue guidelines from time to time regarding the
procedure related to the conduct of voting.

4. Amendment in Sub-section (3) of Section 23.—Sub-section (3) of Section 23 shall
be substituted as follows:—
"If any casual vacancy occurs in the office of a member of the Empowered
Standing Committee, such vacancy shall be filled in accordance with the prescribed
procedure laid down in Section 21(3) and the Councillor so elected shall hold office
for the remaining term of his predecessor.”
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Amendment of Section 27.—A new sub-section (3) shall be added after sub-section
(2) in following manner :-
"(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in Section 21 or Section 27, Empowered

Standing Committee of all Municipal Bodies shall stand dissolved to enable
its Constitution by election from amongst the Councillors through secret
ballot on the basis of majority, under the supervision, direction, and control
of District Magistrate .

Provided that Government may notify the date of dissolution of all

Empowered Standing Committee of all Municipal Bodies or any Municipal body
with effect from the date to be notified to facilitate holding of Election."

Repeal and Savings.—

(1)
(ii)

Bihar Municipal (Amendment) Ordinance, 2025 (Ordinance No.- 03, 2025)
is hereby repealed.

Notwithstanding such repeal, anything done or any action taken in exercise
of any power conferred by or under the said ordinance shall be deemed to
have been done or taken in exercise of the powers conferred by or under this
Act as if this Act were in force on the day on which such thing was done or

action taken.
ANJANI KUMAR SINGH,
Secretary to the Government.
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