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T, TId TEgd i STaum /arad
g
TS faoett, 12 WS, 2026

L., 354(37).—Fw= 1T ALFRT AT qIq Tag ATe«ad, 2025 (2025 T 24)9T 228 HF
STLTIT (4) % AT qfSd gmeT 230 F 5T T&< ATHA1 HT TN Fd gu Meteried Ham amdr g, s -

1. e A &R W (1) =9 Rt #7 |@ferg 9 arivsT 7 TRag (FE 2T i AraraeTe i
sfafera) e, 2026 2

(2) T TSI § THH THTI AT AT T T9d g |
2. fATETd -(1) =9 At #, st a T "asf & srerar sufea | 2y, -
(R) wtafFEw" & arfteT ora afaes afataay, 2025, (2025 1 24) AT 2

(@) "I AEgd AEIHeTad 97 4w § TN AT, ST S ITdaTe I har & o
AT TATAT % SATHIT & ST AT ST AATAhTeA = artesr & o et v g & = &
T TITEA HETHaTad % el F1 F2ar 8

(3T) "EEET AT F UF FeAT, AT ASATH HT IS HH, ST AT & TROTHEAET gall g 37 St
HTeT Fae I7d & T 9 g, -

. Pl e o ey, o 3 e
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ii.  feT O 7 T srtn A e,

jii.  TRefT I Y 2T, ST g AT o
iv. et v s wifas e,

v. Tl 9 T a2 92 S ST Av s efier 21 ST, Ar Y @gw § 9 o ot
2T,

vi. T AT g i qiaeE eafd ST T 9T F a1 g, S, R s O A
ToheT =7 fh o FTeAT 60 T = F ga< § STl @hell &; AT

vii. TaTEer & T ety a7 B O 3T 9|t ¥ g aret Bl e | aater @
T AT g T FTET;

(&) "It FATT FHAT hx" H AT TeLel® a il U (90T This ATHIT &, ST TF SArSigd are
AT F9TF & F HIaT THET @IS T T91 qarell & A0S A q99ea7 & o SaErT g, 5
forofxy =raraet F7 Jaed FA, FETeEl (91, @A) A AT T {7 aqay @A § anoar
STAITHT o ToIT F=Td FHIAT A7 (HQeT T g TCT % & &9 § FH1F FHdT gl

(3) "It FAE ST-AE" F T Gl TATT AT g 6 A(ITeT AT qeeq® 9 &l hle &g
TATAA THTE AT 8, ST Tq ATHIRT & F AT S A/ 9T @IoT i< F=979 T faiadi #7
TG 3T THT FAT ¢,

() "= AT & ATAHTH FT g 225 F el Fea T qERT T HIh TTEFRTET SI8d g,

() "STEATIAT" & ATITARIAT ATA AT o6 To1T FHIHAT, STHRLOI, STAFTHT AT FIALTSAT 6 STANT ol TTAT
T AT ASA TTEFHT T e fafergor smaen
(2) TH 9% 3T Toeg = Aot § waren e s ¢ foeeq afafRem & ofvwrfog /€1 €, % #aen
FET T T ST ATATT | 376 2
3. I WIS F Faeq i< eripdi- (1) T ITAFET THaT FTeATaqt hit TTARIT F7 THaT 37
THAET FIAT &, FOEE TAATL, SARAT, T, STETSIT 7T 37T qHar T2 Hf FAqH &id 95+ |

(2) AT ITTARTET THGET FeATe S AT RATTAT HT TATAT & F FH FA S T AT FLA & (70
fA3er ST e, HETE e T SAAT-ATHRLT AN FT qHeAT Fild Aigd THT AFT9TF 37T qHI= 1=
ST HAT

(3) = UTTEwTY, ATAT==w & 3uadl =i 37 =t F orefiwy, Metoriaa 2ot § 7 et & form
Y =afxr, T, AT g, 9T wETHY, 9T YT, 9T TR, I TR, gasT Y ATTEERT,
FATAFHAT, STHATHRATAT T THT TeAT H T T TATIAT RT3+ Tt a7 gear Aaer a1 e e
ST T HehT, AT -

() T AT A= TG Y AT AT F4 F o0

(@) =t H grar gEET w F o,

() Futr f qrer giatera s % fow;

(g) 99 # ¥ Je @1 9T 9ga7 A aTd @A AT gl 9ard Aied a9ai @ail &l

T AT TG T ATEAT FA * (70

(3) ==Ta, AR, T M i AEguer AT SArATaaRTe (9 T ehaT ST &l S IH
AT * form;

() oA ST WA thar el Farsdi F Hatad srares 9 9 RA1E Fi Sl Teaqrasi 107 sl
e F form;

(B) TN HeAT F Tagd § Fqdterd g i 9T &9 ¥ Faag saagy afvweon i
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STTErRT o AT FHea ST TN FHIAT, [orH AT 16T, T 5T ATTAFHT0T, et
T ITTAFTOT, I TP TTTEHT0T, AT T qeTelsh aof 3T e o= qERTa (AT onfie
(1)  Toreft SegaT =T & WTdse THTET H FH HA 6 (o[ AF9qF FHls AT FTF HLATI
(4) FTT Tree ITFEFTT GIT ST a9 FT T8 TROMH ITH 751 o & AT 21 6l G911 7al &, ar
TS TTTErRTLT T FTEATS T TR T IH AT T TR ST a8 Stora aw=y, e Ao aftafera
(h)  TorelT sty =m o= & warer F2AT, a7 UET A o forT srfeat v aTiersd AT,
(@)  eAT goTa ot T AT Sy &1 = @,

(AN I AR, A B ge T 9 w7 qiad STIashen TiatEndar qarer wi
FTATIeTT FAT AT AR FLAT

(&)  STOTaeRTete Taiar i SO=e & Haidd q97 Tfatafarat 1 af==7 T Teeeror w77l

(5) Aree ATt ST o 1w f9gen &1 |l 9t g7 SAqaTe oy ST 7 At e e
g ufaat § srgi [aelt #7 e Soa=d gl Thal §, ATAHIT 6F 1T 11 i IT-GTT (2) F eh= [
LT ST, ATATAH 6T 1T 281 T IT-ETT (2) F Tl FATEAATGE Fre oTf<h T HT Tl

(6) HRTHeer® a8 AT Fam & FHar gedret o afafar #§ oartae auft sweal & d= qed
TR T HEATAl o [olT @ ST W1t A AT o (o7 Je31 T67a T gl AgIHasrd THal qedTal il
saferaT 3 & fore srerfee sfafeeaT a1 & FErat & S[er & o0 9rq S@a1dl, as g STeon, I
TS ITTAFRT 3T TS TI5T TN o AT HATE [ Fhe TATIT

4. 3 qRRafaat Ses srefim Tree MiTRRT Tt AraaEeE SRafwar :3 - (1) S JraEs
TTATRAT 3 3T ST & q9T 9T FETEA [T AT 0T T2 ATITARTATT STTARaT o § Rt T &1 e gr
SIY UET 4 & IRAI H0 21, T AIed SHHRT Tl STA AT 2q F1ears 5 HT ST H o1
fReaTae

(2) STrfie SAfehaT 3 & AT ST TATaq qeadr 9%, e ATl , , I SiafHhar ao &t
TR SUTHT T [RE=707 SEaia i T ToRTT AT BT TRIT ST a8 ST o= |

5. ATTAT it aget- (1) = 3 3 I9-faw (4) F o1efie Aree WfgwrT gy ST & w e &1
AIATAT A ATAT Tl T FATE FTTHTS, UH ATATAT § Ihch & F JERTT %67 T IO ARTT ! I T4
o T AT TR A

(2) STgt, FaTe % st 7w 3 % I9-fAaw (4) F srefie Freer e g wfarga a7 fMefoa
FEATS o FF | U T I AT TREE FHT START FHAT STTAT & AT TATET 2IaT § UH S 1 TRET &1 90
AT T REIE T F U 6T T AR aGAT FT gHale R

(3) FaH 4 % orefiT THAT SATITAFIAT ATATHAT Tl FOATRT FIeA | Fea 1T AR, AT TLHTT T
e ITTEwTT T T 0 foReT T 7 Orq FaTHT & U AT AT 220 9% a9 RAT SO S Saterd
TR g1 au-guy g7 fAfRfEy e sroam

6. ATHE T@AT 3 AT TT - (1) T T T SATqeT THAGT F7 F FH T T ol e &
o Fifae a7 Serae (e =T § ATl T T, A0 SATHerd i STTreqor TEATaeT i AL H|

(2) A=A VTTEHTT UH IAAT T ATAENT TEALTA FT AT oI@T TEEAT FT FRAT, AT T AT
HAATAT T HATIT FL o o7 Arehieren e T @

[T, . THETS-19014/204/2025-TH51]
HHLT T, I A=
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MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 12th May, 2026.

G.S.R. 354(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by section 230 read with sub-section (4) of section 228
of the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025 (24 of 2025), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules,
namely:—

1. Short title and commencement. — (1) These rules may be called the Merchant Shipping (Marine Incident
and Emergency Response) Rules, 2026.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
2. Definitions. — (1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires, —
(a) “Act” means the Merchant Shipping Act, 2025, (24 of 2025);

(b) “Directorate General of Shipping Communication Centre” means the Indian operational hub for
maritime safety, security, and emergency response, functioning under the Directorate General of Maritime
Administration as a single point for casualty and emergency reporting;

(c) “marine casualty” means an event, or a sequence of events, that has resulted in any of the following
which has occurred directly in connection with the operations of a ship, —

(1) the death of, or serious injury to, a person;
(i1) the loss of a person from a ship;
(iii) the loss, presumed loss or abandonment of a ship;
@iv) material damage to a ship;
W) the stranding or disabling of a ship, or the involvement of a ship in a collision;
(vi) material damage to marine infrastructure external to a ship, that could seriously endanger the

safety of the ship, another ship or an individual; or

(vii) severe damage to the environment, or the potential for severe damage to the environment,
brought about by the damage of a ship or ships;

(d) “Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre” means a specialised unit of the Indian Coast Guard,
responsible for organizing and coordinating maritime search and rescue services, acting as the central hub to
manage distress alerts, deploy resources (ships, aircraft), and direct rescue operations for people or vessels in
peril at sea within a designated search and rescue region ;

(e) “Maritime Rescue Sub-Centre” means a regional operational unit of the Indian Coast Guard,
subordinate to a main Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre, that manages and coordinates smaller-scale
search and rescue activities within its designated area;

(f) “nodal authority” means an authority appointed by the Central Government under section 225 of the
Act;

(g) “requisition” means any lawful order by the nodal authority requiring use of personnel, equipment,
vessels or facilities for emergency response.

(2) Words and expressions used in these rules and not defined but defined in the Act shall have meanings
respectively assigned to them in the Act.

3. Duties and powers of the nodal authority.— (1) The nodal authority shall coordinate and supervise the
response to marine incidents to ensure minimum damage to vessels, persons, property, cargo, and the marine
environment.

(2) The nodal authority shall take all necessary and expedient measures, including issuing directives, mobilising
resources, and coordinating inter-agency cooperation to mitigate and manage marine incidents and emergencies
effectively.

(3) The nodal authority may, subject to the provisions of the Act and these rules, issue safety directions or
directives to any person, master, crew, ship owner, ship managers, ship operators, port authority, flag state authority,
salvors, insurers or any other entity involved in or affected by the marine incident for any of the following purposes,
namely:—

(a) to secure the safety of the ship or other ships;
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(b) to secure the safety of persons;
(c) to secure the safety of property;

(d) to require removal or containment of marine hazards including hazardous and noxious substances
spilled at sea and on being washed ashore on coastline;

(e) to mandate emergency response measures including salvage, firefighting, pollution control, and
decontamination;

(f) to require periodic reporting and documentation related to the incident and response actions;

(g) to coordinate and cooperate with national and substantially interested international agencies and
authorities involved in marine incident management, including but not limited to the Indian Navy, Coastal State
Authorities, Flag State Authorities, Port State Authorities, Indian Coast Guard, and any other relevant bodies;
and

(h) to perform any other acts as may be necessary to mitigate the adverse effects of a marine incident.

(4) If a directive issued by the nodal authority is not likely to or has not achieved a sufficient result, the nodal
authority may take or authorise such action as deemed necessary, including,—

(a) entering any land or premises, or authorising persons to do so;
(b) assuming control of any ship or property relevant to the incident;

(c) implementing or arranging for emergency response services, including pollution prevention, removal
of hazards, and salvage operations;

(d) coordinating with and supervising all activities related to emergency response and remediation.

(5) The nodal authority shall oversee compliance by all parties with the directions issued. In circumstances where
there may be any contravention to the directions, the Principal Officer, appointed under sub-section (2) of section 11 of
the Act, may enforce penalties as specified under sub-section (2) of section 281 of the Act.

(6) The Director-General shall ensure overall co-ordination among all the entities involved in response to marine
incidents for prompt and effective response to the incidents by the nodal authority. The Director-General shall facilitate
communication with the ship owners, flag state authorities, port state authorities and coastal state authorities for
mobilising the resources of the primary response party for responding to the marine incidents.

4. Circumstances under which the nodal authority shall carry out maritime emergency response. — (1) The
nodal authority shall initiate and execute immediate response action, where there are reasonable grounds, including any
delay or inability on the part of the primary response party, to mobilise resources in time or undertake timely emergency
response.

(2) Upon arrival and operational readiness of the primary response party, the nodal authority may, as deemed
appropriate, transfer or relinquish control of the response measures to the primary response party.

5. Recovery of costs. — (1) Any person or entity complying with directives issued by the nodal authority, under
sub-rule (4) of rule 3, shall be entitled to recover the costs reasonably incurred in such compliance from the ship owner.

(2) Where coastal land or premises are used or affected in the course of actions authorised or directed by the
nodal authority under sub-rule (4) of rule 3, the owner of such land or premises shall be entitled to recover the costs
reasonably incurred, from the ship owner.

(3) Any costs incurred by the Central Government, State Government or nodal authority in executing maritime
emergency response under rule 4, shall be recoverable from the ship owner, at such charges or rates as may be specified
by the concerned government from time to time.

6. Record keeping and audit. — (1) All ports and offshore facilities shall maintain incident logs, inspection
records, and training documentation, in physical or electronic form, for a minimum period of five years.

(2) The nodal authority may conduct audits of such ports and offshore facilities, annually, or may conduct a
surprise inspection to verify preparedness and compliance.

[F. No. SY-19014/204/2025- MG]
MUKESH MANGAL, Addl. Secy.
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