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Sub: Advisory on grant of consent to new mercury-based manufacturing units — reg.

Sir/Madam,

This has reference to second meeting of National Project Steering Committee (NPSC)
under the GEF-funded project titled “Phasing out Mercury Measuring Deyvices in Healthcare”
held on 06.04.2026 under the co-chairpersonship of Joint Secretarys Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MOEF&CC) and Joint Secretary, Ministry of Health and Family

Welfare (MOH&FW). A copy of minutes of meeting is enclosed for ready reference.

During the meeting, the need for strengthening mercury management in the country
was deliberated. One of the action points identified was the issuance of suitable advisories 10
State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) and Pollution Control Committees (PCCs) regarding
mercury management, including collection, interim storage etc. Further, SPCBs/ PCCs should
be advised not to give any consent to new Mercury-based manufacturing firms.

It is therefore advised to ensure implementation of guidelines for Environmentally
gound Management of Mercury Waste Generated from the Health Care Facilities issued by
CPCH (available at CPCB website https:i/cpcb.gov.in/technical-guideline5-2/) for mercury
management, including collection, interim storage, ©tc. The SPCBs/PCCs are also being
advised not to give any consent to NeEw Mercury-bascd manufacturing of healthcare devices.
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