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KSPCB/841/2024-SEE-1                                                   Date:20-09-2025
CIRCULAR

 
Subject: Treated effluent standards for sewage treatment plants
 
Ref:

1. Order dated 30/04/2019 of the Hon’ble NGT Principal Bench in OA 1069 of 2018
2. Letter no. D.O Q-12011/9/2023-CPHEEO dated 18/12/2023 of the Ministry of

Housing and Urban Affairs, Govt. of India
3. Minutes of High Level Technical Committee held on 13/08/2025

 
Hon’ble National Green Tribunal (NGT) in OA 1069 of 2018 had, vide Order

dated 30/04/2019 in OA 1069 of 2018 (ref 1), had directed to follow the effluent
standards, issued therein the order, for all new & existing Sewage Treatment Plants
(STPs).

Based on the Order of the Hon’ble NGT (ref 1), the norms for recycling and
reuse of wastewater for specific uses given in the Manual on Sewage and Sewerage
Treatment Systems, 2013 have been reviewed and amended by Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs as in letter referred 2 (copy enclosed as Annexure).

The matter was examined in the High Level Technical Committee held on
13/08/2025. Accordingly, it is clarified that, for all STPs in the state, whether stand-alone
or attached to establishments, the treated sewage quality standards shall be as specified in
Table 1.

Table 1: Effluent Standards for Sewage Treatment Plants
 

Parameters
Tolerance Limit for each mode of disposal

Soakpit/
Discharge to

surface
water

Gardening/Irrigation/
flushing/car washing/

other non-contact
uses

Into public drain

pH 6.5-8.5 6.5-8.5 6.5-8.5
Bio-Chemical Oxygen
Demand
(BOD3

27)                        
(3 days, 27oC) (mg/l)

<10 <6 <6

Chemical Oxygen
Demand (COD) (mg/l)

<50 <25 <25

Total Suspended Solids
(TSS) (mg/l)

<20 <20 <20

nd 
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Oil & Grease (mg/l) <10 <10 <10
Nitrogen-Total (mg/l) <10 <10 <10
Phosphorus-Total
(mg/l)

<1 - <1

Fecal Coliform (FC)
(MPN/100 ml)

<100 <100 <100

 
The new standards shall be complied within 6 months from the date of issue of this circular.

 
 

CHAIRPERSON

To                                                                                                                              

1. The Chief Environmental Engineer,
Regional Office, Thiruvananthapuram /Ernakulam/Kozhikode.

2. The Senior Environmental Engineer,
District Office Wayanad, Kannur

3. The Environmental Engineer, District Office,
Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Pathanamthitta, Alapuzha, Kottayam,
Idukki, Ernakulam-1, Ernakulam-2, Environmental Surveillance Centre,
Eloor,Thrissur, Palakkad, Malappuram, Kozhikode,Kasargod.

Copy to:-

1. All Technical Staff in HO                                      
2. IT Cell (for uploading in the website)                  
3. C.A. to CHN, MS & CEE HO         
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 ANNEXURE 1 




